Long-term survival of a free split-thickness skin graft on a large seroma.
A free skin graft about 12 cm in diameter transplanted after excision of a Bowen's carcinoma on the back totally survived for a long period on seroma and was confirmed to have revascularization from the host skin margin. Repeated evacuations of the fluid and subsequent pressure dressings failed to cause adherence of the graft to the bed, even on the thirty-ninth postoperative day. Histologic examination of the graft and the bed revealed partial epithelialization on the face-to-face surfaces, to which no adherence was attributed. The incomprehensible phenomenon in this unusual clinical case evokes a new interest in the mechanism of free skin graft survival, particularly in the phase of serum imbibition.